
fields to much beyond 1,000 per day, which was clearly insuffi
cient. A t this juncture decision was reached to undertake 
the manufacture of an entirely new rifle to meet the deficiency. 

Fortunately, there were in this country several plants which 
were just completing large orders for the Enfield rifle for the 
British Government. A new rifle—the model 1917—was 
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Diagram 36.—Thousands of Springfields and Enfields accepted to the end of each 
month. 

accordingly designed. This rifle resembled the British Enfield 
sufficiently so that the plants equipped for Enfield production 
could be rapidly converted to its manufacture, but it was 
chambered to use the same ammunition as is used in the 
Springfield and in the machine guns and automatic rifles of 
American manufacture. 

Diagram 26 shows the number of Springfields and Enfields 
accepted to the end of each month from the beginning of the 


